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As a Christian, the Bible teaches us that we 
should not fret about the economic challenges 
that are faced by our country but instead have 
the faith in God that he will see us through the 
tough times.  We are instructed to use wisdom 
in all things and be good stewards over those 
things God has blessed us with.   As Christians, 
it is wise to follow basic Christian, financial 
principles to make ends meet. Here are a few 
ideas to help us to become better stewards:
Always tithe.  Tithing will assure that you are 
not under a curse and that you have the right to 
ask God for what ever you want or need. The 
“rule” for tithing is 10% of your gross and 10% 
on any other money you may receive.
Make a budget and stick to it. Keeping a bud-
get will teach you discipline about spending and 
keeping that budget will assure there is more 
money than month.
Write down what you spend.  This is a good 
way to keep track of what you are spending in-
cluding the little things like that extra soda in 
the afternoon. Writing down what you spend 
will help you not to over spend on items and 
will help you keep to your set budget. 
Save!  After paying your tithes, pay yourself next. 
Invest. Investing some your savings will yield 
you the highest return on your savings.  Seek 
the advice of a finanical advisor to help you 

make wise investments.
Ask for a lower rate on your credit cards.  Credit 
card companies will lower your interest rate if 
just simply ask.  However, YOU MUST HAVE 
A GOOD PAYMENT HISTORY WITH THE 
COMPANY BEFORE THEY WILL LOWER 
YOUR RATE.
Pay bills on or before the due date if possible. 
Paying your bills in a timely manner will save 
thousands dollars in late fees and penalties. For 
example, if you paid one bill late consistently 
for 12 months and the late fee is $15 you have 
spent an extra $180 on one bill. 
Find ways to save gas.  With gas reaching al-
most $4.00 a gallon, don’t make unneccesary 
trips. Make a list of all the errands you need to 
get done and try to get them done all in the same 
day.  Walk if possible. Walking will save you 
money, conserve energy, and you will also get a 
little exercise by doing so.  Fill up your gas tank 
early in the morning. Studies have shown that 
gas is more condense (evaporates less) in cooler 
air and you waste less fuel.
Be a cheerful giver. Giving to others cheerfully 
and willing especially during your lean times  
will help you to be more blessed.
Puritan is committed to providing our mem-
bers with resources to help them during tough 
seasons.  Mother Queenola Barlow, Puritan’s 

In today’s tough economic times, more and more families are facing hardships. Families are 
losing their homes at an all time rate. Since January of this year nearly 2 million homes have 
gone into foreclosure across the country. *  In Indianapolis and surrounding areas, property 
taxes have risen to double-digit percentages in this past year. Gas prices are expected to con-

tinue to rise during peak traveling months (May-September). The cost of fuel has also driven up 
the prices of other goods and services.  What once may have cost a family $100 in groceries may 
now be well over that amount for the same products due to the significant increase in prices. With 
all these economic challenges, it could be easy for a family to become consumed with their own 
personal hardships, but DON’T PANIC.  
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CHRISTIANS SURVIVING IN TOUCH ECONOMIC TIMES 
by Lori Davis

Homeownership Program (cont’d)
	 with you in your home can not help with your hours. - EXAMPLE: 

Married couple, each must complete 300 work-equity hours.
How much will my mortgage cost per month?
Including principle, taxes and insurance:
·	 $300-$500/month (no interest)
·	 Closing costs: $500 due at closing
·	 1st year homeowners insurance and fees
Do you all design my own home where I want to build?
Habitat for Humanity is not a custom builder.
·	 Total square feet of houses is limited to:
·	 Three & four bedroom ~ 1300 square feet, Five bedroom  ~ 1400 

square feet
·	 Garages or car ports are not provided.
·	 One bathroom is standard for a three and four bedroom home and 2 

baths for a 5 bedroom home
·	 You can provide preference for side of town (out of addresses pro-

vided for you)
Please contact Jennifer Coffey, Family Services Manager, at
317-921-2121 ext. 122.

Be Careful How you Entertain a Stranger (cont’d)

3. Recognize that homeless people (and their 
problems) are not all the same.
The homeless are as diverse as the colors of a 
rainbow.  The person you meet may be a battered 
woman, an addicted veteran or someone who is 
lacking job skills...the list goes on. 
4. Share God’s love whenever you can.
If Jesus were walking the earth today, He would 
certainly spend time with the homeless.  He would 
speak with them, heal them, and help them.  Today, 
Jesus chooses to work through those who believe 
and follow Him. 
5. Pray for the homeless.
Exposure to the elements, dirt, occasional violence, 
and lack of purpose all drain years from a person’s 
life.  Your prayers can destroy the brutality and fu-
tility of life on the street and bring many that have 
been broken to Christ. 
6. Take precautions for your own safety.
Some who live on the streets are criminals and 
fugitives running from the law.  Always be prudent 
while talking with street people.  Stay in areas 
where other people can see you.  Don’t take unnec-
essary chances. 
7. Encourage the homeless to get help through 
your local Mission. 
Rescue missions that are members of the Associa-
tion of Gospel Rescue Missions offer immediate 
food and shelter to the homelessness through their 
emergency shelters.  Many offer long-term reha-
bilitation programs that deal with the root causes 
of homelessness.  Many also offer “tickets” that 
can be given to homeless people which can be 
exchanged at the Mission for a nutritious meal, safe 
overnight lodging, and the option of participating in 
a rehab program. 
8. Support your local Mission. 
Most missions receive little or no government 
funding. They are supported by caring individu-
als, churches, businesses, and civic groups who see 
the value of sharing their resources with the less 
fortunate.
Let brotherly love continue.  Be not forgetful to en-
tertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.  –Hebrew 13:1-2

continued on page 5

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
by Renee Barlow
Habitat for Humanity is a liberal, international, Christian, non governmental, 
non-profit organization devoted to building “simple, decent, and affordable 
housing.  Habitat builds simple houses with locally appropriate materials.  
Habitat relies on volunteer labor to construct affordable simple homes for its 
partner’s families.  Nearly all the volunteers are unskilled prior to first work-
ing with Habitat, although some professional or retired tradesmen donate 
their services.  Many churches and other houses of worship sponsor houses 
and provide a good portion of volunteers from their congregation. 

On April 12, 2008 Puritan’s Singles Ministry participated in Habitat for 
Humanity. This event was coordinated by Sister Anita Williams and her 
employer organized volunteers from our church (Sister Lanita Williams, 
Everett Greene, and Alice Coleman.) They restored a home on the eastside 
of Indianapolis in the Brightwood Area.  These volunteers gave unselfishly 
of their time, energy, and efforts for several hours as they cleaned the yard, 
gathered materials to put closets together, and they even constructed the 
widows in the home.  This effort was very rewarding and they are ready for 
their next effort in the future, prayerfully with more volunteers.




